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GHA Nursing Conference 
 
Gibraltar Health Authority has secured an impressive range of speakers for its 
5th Nursing Midwifery & Health Visiting conference on the 5th & 6th December 
2011 at the Europa Retreat Centre. The theme of the conference ‘Changing 
Culture, Transforming Care’ builds on the extensive work already being 
undertaken by the Nursing Profession to ensure patients are kept at the 
centre of everything nurses do.   
 
After viewing the training materials for this initiative, Deputy Director of 
Nursing, Eddie Holmes, was inspired to start the ‘GHA’s Privacy and Dignity’ 
initiative, (a theme underpinning this conference). The conference designers 
have managed to assemble a very impressive array of speakers for this bi-
annual event. 
 
The first Keynote Speaker is Amanda Waring. Ms Waring is a West End 
Actress with a long and successful career who has played over 500 
performances and sung at the Royal Variety show for the Queen.   She has 
been a passionate campaigner for the elderly people’s rights. Her emotional 
and powerful training pack ‘What do you see?’ has been used in numerous 
hospitals and is now being introduced into the GHA by Mr Holmes and the 
Practice Development Team.   
 
Mr Holmes is delighted that Ms Waring agreed to address the conference, 
saying “she is an inspirational speaker, having motivated many people around 
the world.”  She will address issues regarding dignity in care. Her presentation 
is based on principles which can be used in hospitals and other care settings. 
Her training programme can be adapted for all, as “dignity” is everyone’s 
business.  Her presentation will include a premiere of her new film on the end 
of life experience, a topic Mr Holmes sees as very important.   
 
The conference organisers have also managed to secure 3 other high calibre 
plenary speakers.  In order of presentation at the conference, the first is Mr 
Dickon Weir Hughes, Chief Executive of the UK Nursing and Midwifery 
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Council, who will be explaining the NMC’s new guidance on safeguarding of 
vulnerable adults and the NMC’s recent publication for nurses and the public 
explaining how to raise concerns about poor quality of patient care. 
 
The second is Ms Deb Hazeldine who is representing the charity Cure NHS 
UK – an organisation set up by relatives of patients who experienced 
inadequate standards of care in the NHS.  Ms Hazeldine will speak of her own 
personal experience of the care received by her elderly mother and explore 
what lessons we can learn from this here in Gibraltar. 
 
The third is Mr Steve Hobbs, Nurse Specialist from the Isle of Man will be 
speaking of the challenging topic of the emotional difficulties faced by Nurses 
caring for patients who refuse treatment.   
 
The conference will also be addressed by high calibre local speakers, led by 
the recently appointed Director of Nursing Services, Mr Fred Pitto and nurses 
of all grades will be presenting work they have been leading in their wards 
and departments to improve patient care. 
 
The conference will be opened by Dr David McCutcheon, Chief Executive for 
the GHA.  He will also be presenting the awards for the poster presentations 
which will be on exhibition on both days.   
 
In opening the conference Dr McCutcheon will state that “once again, the 
Nursing Profession in the GHA has produced an impressive range of 
speakers for what promises to be the most successful of these conferences to 
date.  It is especially heartening to see so many local staff sharing their own 
personal projects which are making a real difference to improving the quality 
of care for our patients in the GHA.  I am proud of them all”. 
 
Nurses working for other agencies in Gibraltar are also very welcome to 
attend and can book places through Sheena Meneghetti, Nurse 
Administration, St Bernard’s Hospital on Ext 2316. 
 

 


